ON KNOWLE

FOCUS

www.knowlelibdems.com

Produced, Delivered and Funded by Volunteers. Printed on recycled paper.

SEPT 2016

THANK YOU!
● Set up a dedicated website
.(www.save51bus.weebly .com )
● Coordinated petitions (over 4500
signatures 90% local)
● Gave out regular updates on progress.
● Negotiated a replacement service from
Wessex. - www.wessexbus.com
● Involved shared profit distribution to
community; lower fares and more regular
daytime service.

Local people turned out in force to support
our campaign to ‘Save the 51 Bus!’

● Presented the deal to council officers
(assistant Mayor failed to attend).

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HELPED by
delivering leaflets, signing the petition or
collecting signatures to save the 51 bus.
We could not have done it without you.

● Organised a demo and publicity.
● Worked with local businesses.

● Forced a debate in council on 13th
In the 3 weeks after Bristol council were told
September about the 51 bus.
by ‘First’ that they were going to cancel the 51
bus BCC did NOTHING, including failing to
● Sent a letter of support to the traffic
pass the information to residents and
commissioner to explain the late service
Councillors. The law lays down a 56 day
application.
notice period to allow for challenges and new
arrangements.
First were abusing their monopoly position to
reduce the service to the public and their
In the 3 weeks after 1st August, when Lib
costs.
Dem Councillors in Knowle and
Local people turned out in force to back our
Whitchurch/Hengrove found out, we The council were weak and inefficient but did
campaign
eventually back our deal under pressure. We
● Met with First bus management
now need to work with the new operator, who
is sharing all their data with us, to make sure
● Alerted the public and local businesses
they make a reasonable profit, because unlike
with leaflets and flyers.
‘First’ they are getting no permanent subsidy.
Continued on page 2…

A Record of Hard Work
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People power
wins

CHEAPER FARES!
Wessex has lower fares, eg any
part of Knowle to Broadmead for
£1 and Hengrove to Broadwalk
for £1. But this means they need
more passengers, so please use
their buses.

51

Bus passes apply in the same
way as before and of course the
operator gets paid every time you
use it.
They have a full range of season
tickets that will be on sale locally.
For comparison their day ticket is
£3 (First £4 and combined
operator £4.50). If you have a
‘First season ticket and want to
switch you are entitled to a refund from ‘First’. The new timetables will be displayed soon.

School Crossing Ilminster Avenue
Well the promised, and long overdue, road safety measures have been installed outside
Ilminster Ave school. We originally tried to get a zebra crossing, but that could not be installed
because of the combination of roads and driveways. So a slight road narrowing, with a raised
table for the road and improved markings and regulation, were what could be done. The raised
table was needed to slow the speeding cars.
We inspected this after installation but before road markings were put down. Frankly we were
not impressed. The ramp up to the table is so gentle; practically non-existent, it will not slow
anyone down. We complained to highway officers, who ploughed on regardless. It seems they
are more concerned with people who damage their cars by driving over ramps too quickly,
than in making them effective. The road has been edged on both sides with tactile paving
which is great, but the posts have been put on the pavement side rather than the road side.
Many drivers will get the hint, but as we pointed out, the hard core anti-social ones will regard
the paving as a useful parking space.
We have warned officers. Pointlessly
railings have been removed, which in
many circumstances is ok, but many are
now concerned that children will run
straight out into the road.
It is extremely annoying when traffic
engineers fail to act on good advice,
especially when we had to search so
hard to find the money. They have had
to come back on more than one
occasion to fix mistakes at Axbridge
Road, and no doubt we will get
amendments here, but it would be so
much better to get it right the first time!

Where is the safe
crossing area for
our children?
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Salcombe Road
Let’s be very clear that, whilst we agreed with
the building on 1/3 of Salcombe Rd open
space, Councillors and local residents were not
consulted about the interim arrangements
during construction, and would have insisted on
changes if we had been consulted.

Access restricted - public
diverted to unlit path
have thought that more care
details.

The extremely valuable cross path with the
lighting we insisted be installed, has been dug
up and part of the central
park area is a construction
compound. Given the
annoyance that the secret
deal has caused, you would
would be taken on the

We insisted that lighting be put Vandals at work on the semi circular path to
which people have been
diverted. They failed to listen
others stolen - tell police if
to advice and instead of
putting security lighting
you spot one!
shining from the compound
they put in 10 expensive
freestanding solar lit bollards at £150 each. To no-one’s surprise they were either vandalised,
or disappeared! So much for the 24 hour security. We are pressing for a rapid and sensible
solution. Chris suggested to the site manager a better solution - bulkhead lights fixed to the
perimeter hoardings (just confirmed they are now doing this! They should have asked him in
the first place and saved themselves a lot of money!)

Council Job Cuts
So the first major announcement from the new Mayor is a massive 1000 person redundancy
programme. This comes at a time when the council is spending large sums on consultants and
a number of failed schemes.The number of job losses is of course not all down to the present
mayor because the government is turning the screw on grants, and clearly the previous mayor
failed to deliver some of the promised efficiencies.
But there is certainly a lot of concern that the rush to do this cut, within just a few weeks, will
lead to the wrong people going and some services falling into even greater chaos.
We already have quite a few managers who have been put in charge of services they know
nothing about. This will get worse.
Prior to the mayor we were coping well with a steady squeeze on the grants coming from
government, with services continuing to work reasonably well and council tax frozen. We were
told that having a mayor was the answer. The people rejected the first mayor decisively in May.
We wait to see if we get positive results from the new one.

Devolution
It now seems the new prime minister is having second thoughts about “metro mayors” being
the answer to everything. However, it might be too late to save “Avon” from this fate, as the 3
councils here, including Bristol, decided to take what they were given, and not try to negotiate
despite the unpopularity of the post.
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Park Grants
The proceeds from the sale of 1/3 of the land at Salcombe open space are being invested in
parks. Some around the city but most of it local.
A few years back some of our local money was added to the £3.5M city-wide fund that the then
Lib Dem administration put into the parks, to get improvements for Redcatch; some in Perrets;
and some basics for Salcombe. With the sale completed a local panel was pulled together to
look at how most of the rest of the local money could be invested. £80,000 had already been
put aside for a new playground for Salcombe, after the houses are finished, but this was
increased to make the area outside the semi-circular path more attractive, with the addition of
trees; shrubs and landscaping. Details will be decided once residents have moved in.
Redcatch will benefit with a new entrance layout, with disabled parking and a safe pedestrian
route (the flowerbed will be resited and replanted inside the park), a new Spinner (major play
item for slightly older children) near the play area and a new (reinstated) entrance and short
path from the northern Redcatch Rd corner. The dead privet will be removed from that section
and some new railings put in. The recommendations have to be formally approved by the
neighbourhood committee but as 4 of the 6 councillors were present at the panel meeting that
should be a formality.
NEXT NEIGHBOURHOOD PARTNERSHIP MEETING - KNOWLE WEST MEDIA CENTRE
WEDNESDAY 21st SEPTEMBER 6 - 8 pm Everyone welcome.
Knowle Well-Being Fund Applications being submitted for agreement at the meeting
Applications will first be appraised by the Knowle panel
Knowle Women’s Institute - Northern Slopes ‘Bombie’ - Knowle Library - Knowle Bowling Club
- Friends of Redcatch Park - Knowle Roundhouse Men’s Group - Bristol Family Cycling Centre
- Make a Move .
ANNUAL CLEAN AND GREEN FUNDING FOR KNOWLE
It has been approved that the £500 fund to be used once again for daffodil bulb planting in the
grass verges alongside the pavements in Knowle Park and other green areas. Over the last 5
years bulb planting has been concentrated on the park and Broad Walk but soon all green
areas will be yellow in the Spring helping to chase away Winter and make Knowle an even
better place to live.
Local Issues reported by us recently - Unsatisfactory dressing of Wells Road, exacerbated by
more road works; raised sewerage manhole cover Redcatch Road site; non-clearance of litter
outside shops Broad Walk; poor maintenace of weeding pavements and gutters, fly-tipping
Redcatch Road; overgrown privet hedges various locations; tree missing Broad Walk Centre.

CONTACT YOUR COUNCILLORS - We are available every day not just at elections
Cllr.christopher.davies@bristol.gov.uk
cllr.gary.hopkins@bristol.gov.uk
Cllr.gary.hopkins@bristol.gov.uk

Chris Davies

Gary Hopkins

0117 3773528

0117 9851491

43 Norton Road
Knowle
Bristol
BS4 2EZ

4 Preston Walk
Knowle Park
Bristol
BS4 2TP
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