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RECYCLING SCANDAL
Chris and Gary were joined at the promised
site of the new recycling centre on Hartcliffe
way by residents from Hartcliffe, some
Labour Councillors and a few Green party
activists (but notably not their Councillors
who are with the Mayor in delaying and
cancelling the facility). We know we have
local Conservative party support as well.
The protest was about the continued refusal
of the mayor to build the 3 years overdue
recycling centre. Money had been put in to
the budget for this by Gary prior to the
Mayor taking office, and there have been
Campaigning for Recycling Centre
repeated efforts to persuade him to move
forward. As a further mark of shame, the
national recycling rate is moving up and Bristol is going backwards since the Mayor /Green party
assistant took over. Bristol is now, having led the way for years, below the national rate average.

SHOCKING GOVERNMENT POLICIES
An excellent article in Resource Magazine (a national magazine produced in Bristol) highlights a joint
letter sent by The Campaign for Better Transport, Campaign to protect Rural England, Friends of the
Earth, Green Alliance, Greenpeace. IEEP, RSPB, National Trust and WWF to David Cameron, complaining
that 10 key environmental policies have been abandoned or watered down since the coalition became a
Conservative government. Word like ‘shocking’ and ‘shortsighted’ litter their comments, and one Chief
Exec says that we have “Gone from the greenest government ever, to the greyest.” Sometimes “You
don’t know what you’ve got till it’s gone”

The Weeds Grow
The great street scene Wells/Broad Wk was being
marred by weeds and grass around the base of the
new trees. Chris urged for this to be rectified and
happily the tree pits have been cleared and filled with
bark and the dangerous epicormic growth on the trees
by Stoneleigh Road entrance has been removed.
KNOWLE PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL were very pleased
that his year they were now able to hold their very
successful annual fair on their new sports field
(previously part of Salcombe Rd grounds). Chris and
Knowle Park School Annual Fair
Gary enjoyed a great afternoon running a coconut shy,
meeting local parents and children, and raising good funds for the PTA. Well done to everyone involved.
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THE KNOWLE HOTEL IS NOT CLOSING!

AFFORDABLE HOUSING.
As most local people know 1/3 of Salcombe Rd
Rec is being sold to Knightstone housing to
provide social housing and a large investment
fund (over £500,000) for our local parks.
Contracts are believed to have been
exchanged but matters will not complete until
all the planning details have been agreed. A
mixture of affordable rental and shared equity
houses were planned. Legislation from the new
Conservative government though is making
provision of affordable rented accommodation
less viable for housing associations to provide
so it is possible that the % of rental
accommodation might shrink.

We support local business and are delighted
Knowle Hotel has been taken over by Zazu.
The new licensees have successful sites in
Gloucester Road, Stokes Croft and Bedminster.
With Star Pubs & Bars they are investing
£300,000 refurbishing, overhauling the inside
and out, creating a new bar and a large visible
kitchen, and transforming the garden. Zazu say
“Everything we do is community focused. We
want The Knowle Hotel to be a great
neighbourhood pub, the type of place you want
around the corner from where you live. It won’t
be trendy or have loud music. It will be a
welcoming and relaxed family pub offering
great food, drink and coffee.” We welcome
them to Knowle and wish them every success.

REDCATCH PARK.
Thanks to the Friends of Redcatch Park for
again coming up trumps. An extra bench on the
gravel path, a new picnic bench for café users
who want to keep an eye on their children in
the playground and some outdoor gym
equipment. The Friends donation has been
supplemented by other local funds. A major
improvement is planned to the main park
entrance which will involve a safer pedestrian
route in, and an increase in the number of car
parking spaces. A further change has been
suggested from parks officers that would
involve taking part of the former bowling green
for parking and laying astro turf for five-a-side
on the remainder. We will be ensuring that both
options are available for comment before either
proceeds

DEMOCRACY
Some while ago we launched a petition to allow
Bristol to review its position about having an
executive mayor. Thousands of people had
contacted us to say that they had voted for a mayor
or not voted not understanding the consequences.
Bristol is unique in the country in not having the
right to review. The petition has been strongly
supported. We then persuaded Bristol City Council
to support the idea and recently Barbara Janke
(former Lib Dem leader in Bristol) got wide
support for an amendment that was passed in the
House of Lords to grant Bristol the same rights as
other cities. The danger is that the Tory majority in
the House of Commons may be whipped into
quashing this. Gary has written to Local Tory MPs
and has so far got a promise of support and a lobby
of the minister to support our cause.
An updated petition can be found here
http://www.choiceforbristol.com/ or paper
versions will be around.

BROADWALK SHOPPING PRECINCT
Chris and Gary say hello to ‘Frank’, Knowle’s very
own Shaun the Sheep, with thanks to Broadwalk
for their sponsorship. Business is brisk and
although we were all disappointed when
‘Bonmarche’ closed we are very pleased to
welcome to Knowle ‘Store Twenty One’ .
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LIB DEMS HAVE ELECTED TIM FARRON AS THE NEW PARTY LEADER. The number of
MPs is much reduced but the party has faced hard times before and will rebuild from the bottom
up, and with over 20,000 new members there is a confidence and energy that many would find
surprising. It was the case that many hard and difficult decisions were made but the country had
been in a hole of Greek proportions and has made a recovery. It is already clear how different
the Conservative government will be from the coalition.
LOCAL TRAFFIC IMPROVEMENTS

AXBRIDGE RD
Many will have noticed the white guidelines on
the roads around the Axbridge Rd Tesco. It has
taken a lot of pressure from Chris and Gary but
finally we are underway. Consultation has
finished and we are promised the crossing with
attendant changes will be completed in October.
QUEENSHILL RD
Finally in place which is reducing danger for
children and also the rat running. 1 or 2 are still
breaking the rules.
ILMINSTER AVENUE SCHOOL CROSSING.
Thanks to the school and parents for adding to
the pressure on the council. The design for a
raised table with a narrowed road and improved
parking restrictions will make the job of the
school crossing patrol much easier. We had
originally tried to get a Zebra crossing but with
the combination of junctions and access points
that proved legally impossible to deliver. The
promised delivery date is December and that
comes with back up enforcement to ensure
drivers stick to the rules.
LIBRARIES
The Mayor has now, under massive pressure, withdrawn his closure plan for 7 Libraries. What
he is planning to try to sneek through is massive cuts to Library opening hours that will affect all
of us. The concept of this is completely wrong and the mayor has refused to listen to positive
suggestions on providing extra services through libraries which would make them viable. We
are the only party that have consistently voted against the library budget cuts and will continue
to put the positive case for improvements that can be cost effective.
Chris had submitted a motion to last Full Council calling for the mayor to put in place actions to
reduce the negative local impacts. After negotiations there was an amended motion agreed by
Lib Dem, Labour and Tory Councillors (with the Greens unable to decide) calling for a proper
transport plan and better local protection. Unfortunately on past performance the mayor may well
not listen to reasonable requests. Lib Dems therefore intend to appeal to the planning committee
(later this year) to put Conditions on the Arena development. There are 2 separate petitions and
we feel that this could be the last chance to protect the area from significant damage. Clearly
residents on both sides of Wells Rd will be affected as far as Broad walk and Talbot Rd. We are
working hard on this with party colleagues in neighbouring wards.
Bristol Lib Dems will be holding a garden party in Knowle on 30th August. Contact Gary or Chris for details.

A Record of Hard Work
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PETITIONS
WE CALL FOR THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS TO BE PUT ON THE ARENA, OR
EQUIVALENT CLEAR ASSURANCES, WITH FUNDING FROM THE MAYOR.
A
A residents parking scheme to be funded by the Arena for all residential areas within 1.5 Miles if
that area wants it. (free to residents)
B
Consultation to be conducted with every house, and a decision to be made on a road by road
majority
C
If they want a scheme, residents to choose whether to add on day time hours.
(Please sign below if you support these conditions and wish to join our campaign,)
Signed …………………………………………. Name .………………………….…………..

To test opinion on options we would ask that you give your view on the following (all individual
responses are completely confidential)
•
•
•

Would you be in favour of RPZ in the evenings in this area? Y/N (only if free or nominal cost)
Would you be in favour of this being in place on a Saturday? Y/N
Would you be in favour of this being in place during weekday daytimes? Y/N

2. Three lamps junction
At present the configuration of the 3 Lamps junction does not allow for the flow of traffic from Wells to
Bath Rd. This already causes more traffic to travel through side roads and Talbot Rd than is sensible. The
only other alternative of travelling to Temple Meads and looping around will be made impractical by the
arena.
WE THEREFORE CALL FOR A REMODELLING OF THE 3 LAMPS JUNCTION TO BE PAID
FOR BY THE ARENA TO ALLOW WELLS RD TO BATH RD MOVEMENT. THIS IS A
RECOGNISED MITIGATION MEASURE.
(Please sign below if you support this petition and wish to join our campaign)
Signed …………………………………………. Name ………………………………………..
send to Freepost RSKZ-STLK-BUYA Bristol BS7 or sign online www.bristolarenapetitions.co.uk

CONTACT YOUR COUNCILLORS - We are available every day not just at elections
Gary Hopkins
Tel: 0117 9851491
4 Preston Walk
Knowle Park
Bristol
BS4 2TP

Chris Davies
Tel: 0117 3773528
43 Norton Road
Knowle
Bristol
BS4 2EZ

Christopher.davies@bristol.gov.uk

Gary.hopkins@bristol.gov.uk
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